October 5, 2015 by James Madison University
By RICHIE BOZEK
The Breeze 
After a week of downpours that drenched 
Harrisonburg, it almost seemed fitting for No. 
6-ranked JMU to host the Seawolves of Stony 
Brook University. On Saturday afternoon, with 
rain still falling, JMU flooded the Seawolves 
38-20, improving to an undefeated 5-0 start for 
the first time in the program’s 44-year history.
“It’s a remarkable accomplishment,” head 
coach Everett Withers said. “But I’ll also tell 
our players they don’t give you a trophy for 
being 5-0.” 
Withers said the word of the past week was 
“challenge.” The road to an undefeated start 
is no easy task, and according to Withers this 
week presented an additional challenge — a 
short week plagued by Mother Nature. With-
ers felt the Dukes really only had one physical 
day of practice. 
After returning to Harrisonburg early last 
Sunday morning following a 48-45 win over 
Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas, 
and “not really practicing” that day the Dukes 
continued on with their scheduled, day off on 
Monday. 
Relentless rainfall arrived to Harrisonburg 
on Tuesday, blanketing the turf and surround-
ing areas of Bridgeforth Stadium with flood 
water that forced the Dukes to take their prac-
tice indoors to a gymnasium in Godwin Hall. 
Withers said the practice at Godwin “really isn’t 
practice.”
“The plan was to go win at SMU and to come 
back on a short week and have to do this,” With-
ers said. “Check the box off, we got it done.” 
Withers credited Stony Brook as being big-
ger and more physical than last week’s Football 
Bowl Subdivision opponent. Entering Saturday, 
the Seawolves ranked first in the Colonial Ath-
letic Association in scoring defense and second 
in total defense allowing their opponents just 
12 points per game and 279.7 yards per game. 
The Dukes, who are now 2-0 in CAA play, 
generated 519 yards of total offense in Saturday’s 
win, which can be considered impressive. But 
the number was still 152 yards short of JMU’s 
nation-leading average of 671.2 total yards of 
offense per game. 
Of the 519 yards, 294 of them came on the 
ground. JMU has rushed for over 250 yards in 
all five of its games this season.
Leading the Dukes on Saturday was junior 
running back Khalid Abdullah, who garnered 
114 yards on 17 attempts, recording his Football 
Championship Subdivision leading seventh 
and eighth touchdowns of the season. It was the 
Newport News native’s third time running for 
over 100 yards this season and also his career. 
“Coming into the game we knew … it was 
going to be a grudge match between the offen-
sive and defensive lines,” Abdullah said. “We 
just leaned on [the offensive line], and were 
hoping they were going to make some plays. 
And they did, so that was a good thing.”
Redshirt sophomore running back Cardon 
Johnson also had 87 yards rushing and redshirt 
senior quarterback Vad Lee recorded 91 — each 
scoring a touchdown.
The more notable stat of the day for Lee 
was that he became tied for second place on 
JMU’s all time passing touchdowns list with 
42, despite playing at JMU for less than two 
seasons. 
“It’s pretty cool,” Lee said of the milestone. 
“But that just goes back to me being blessed to 
be here, just having the opportunity to be with
see FOOTBALL, page 10 
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the community
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Chance of rain: 10%
TODAY WILL BE
Salary and senate seats discussed by faculty
Student continues battle with cancerDiversity 
in Disney
Faculty Senate talks compensation and senate representation for part-time staff
Family speaks out on how JMU community can help with freshman’s fight




Faculty concerns about salary and the addition of new senate 
seats for part-time faculty were among the topics discussed at 
Thursday’s Faculty Senate meeting. 
Rick Larson, the university’s assistant vice president of human 
resources, training and performance, began the session with an 
update on the compensation advisory council, or CAC.
The CAC was formed by President Jon Alger back in 2013, after an 
earlier committee recommended a continuing advisory council. 
“This group was called the compensation task force, or CTF, and 
it recommended, among other things, the creation of an advisory 
council to advise [university administration] about salary-related 
issues,” Larson said. “In response, the CAC was formed in fall of 
2013.” 
According to Larson, the CAC acts as a liaison between JMU 
employees’ opinions and the university’s vice presidents, with the 
eventual aim of getting the best possible compensation package 
for JMU’s faculty. 
Faculty salary concerns have frequently been an important topic 
of discussion at past senate meetings, often leading to debates 
being postponed from meeting to meeting as time dwindles and 
opinions grow more heated. 
Of the issues, the ones most commonly discussed are inflation 
and wage inversion. The latter refers to a process where newly 
hired faculty at JMU are given higher salaries than senior faculty 
members, thanks to a difference between existing faculty raises 
and inflation adjusted salaries for newcomers. 
Inversion was discussed at length during the last senate meeting 
of this year’s spring semester, with a proposal passed asking JMU’s 
administration to “give highest priority” to resolving the issue, as 
previously reported by The Breeze. 
This semester, however, inflation and cost-of-living updates are 
some of the main topics of choice for senate discussion. While 
university administration approved a 2 percent “merit-based” 
increase in faculty salaries, many in the senate indicated that this 
would not be enough to offset the diminished buying power in 
their salaries. Merit, in this case, refers to any faculty who received 
“satisfactory” or better in their departmental evaluations for the 
past year. 
“We shouldn’t even call it a raise, we should call it a poor 
attempt at a cost-of-living update,” Alex Leidholdt, a professor 
in the School of Media Arts and Design, said, echoing the opin-
ion of many other members of the senate. “A 1 percent pay raise 
is a pay cut, in real-world dollars.”
  see FACULTY, page 4
By LOUIS GAERTNER
contributing writer 
Sheridan Fuller is an 18-year-
old freshman computer science 
major who, due to severe medi-
cal issues, had to withdraw from 
JMU this semester. 
The past few years for Sheridan 
and his family have been a series 
of consistent struggles revolving 
around his battle with leukemia.
Sheridan began feeling sick 
again during orientation week in 
August and missed his first class-
es due to flu-like symptoms. On 
Sept.1, his mother brought him 
home from school and the fol-
lowing day he was once again 
admitted to the hospital.
“He never made it to his first 
day of classes.” Shelby Fuller, 
Sheridan’s older sister and a JMU 
’12 alumna, said. “[It was] very 
unfortunate because he missed 
out on the experience of really 
being a Duke, the experience of 
being in a college classroom.”
“Hope 4 Sheridan,” a GoFund-
Me account, has been created by 
the Fuller family under the ini-
tiative of Shelby to bring about 
community  awareness and 
support for their present situation. 
On Dec. 21, 2013, about a month 
after his 17th birthday, Sheridan 
was diagnosed with leukemia. 
That following June, Shelby donat-
ed bone marrow for her brother’s 
transplant surgery. Sheridan then 
battled for his life for the next 84 
days in a hospital near Richmond, 
Virginia.
“He went through a lot that 
summer,” Shelby said. “Every day 
was a struggle.”
Sheridan had several compli-
cations post-surgery including 
seizures, liver failure and kidney 
failure. He was able to leave the 
hospital in September 2014. 
After leaving the hospital, he 
was on a road to recovery. His 
immune system was “basically 
nonexistent,” Shelby said, and 
because of that he was unable to 
join his classmates for his senior 
year of high school. 
Instead, Sheridan finished high 
school through a homebound 
program where teachers and 
tutors in the community met with 
him outside of class to do class-
work, provide him with notes and 
see LEUKEMIA, page 4 
By CLAIRE HASKINS
The Breeze 
Madison Union ballroom was busy with people 
last Wednesday, from those who had decided to 
go on their own, to those who loved Disney movies 
and wanted to spend an hour listening and talking 
about them, and those who went for GHTH 100 
Personal Wellness class passport credit.
The topic for the evening was Disney movies 
and the ways that stereotypes, biases and conno-
tations are embedded in these beloved films. The 
event, called “Rethinking Disney: Not a Child’s 
Perspective” was part of the Diversity Excellence 
Education Program (D.E.E.P.) Impact dialogue 
series, which is put on by the Center for Multicul-
tural Student Services (CMSS).
“The point of rethinking the whole Disney idea, 
as [an audience member] stated, was the fact that 
it’s been kind of put into our culture as a norm,” 
Danika Okpaleke, a senior health sciences major 
and a D.E.E.P. diversity educator who helped plan 
the program, said. “So whether we realize it or not, 
these subjective ideas, perspectives, stereotypes 
are something that are being reinforced. Because 
Disney’s not the only place that you get that from.”
see DISNEY, page 7 
COURTESY OF SHELBY FULLER 
Sheridan Fuller, a freshman computer science major, was diagnosed with 
leukemia on December 21, 2013, a month after his 17th birthday. 
DUKES ARE 5-0
JMU sets program record with 38-20 win over Stony Brook 
DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE 
Junior running back 
Khalid Abdullah 
rushed for 114 yards 
and two touchdowns 
in Saturday’s game. 
JMU VS. Stony Brook
final score
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India’s energy plan 
includes coal
Los Angeles Times
MUMBAI — India, the world’s third-
leading carbon polluter, has pledged to 
aggressively expand its use of solar and 
wind power as part of a global agreement 
for battling climate change to be ham-
mered out by December.
But the long-range energy plan does 
not commit India to overall reductions 
in the greenhouse-gas emissions that 
drive global warming and come mainly 
from coal-fired power plants, the source 
of 60% of the country’s energy. India plans 
to double its use of coal over the next five 
years, saying the cheap energy source is 
crucial to reducing poverty for its citizens.
Indian officials focused on their plans 
to slash the rate of carbon emissions, a 
calculation that measures how much car-
bon dioxide the country produces based 
on the size of its economy. India said that 
by 2030 it will have reduced its emissions 
rate by 33 percent to 35 percent below 
2005 levels, which would bring it in line 
with China.
Officials also said the country would 
increase its share of energy from non-
fossil-fuel sources — including renewable 
energy, nuclear and hydropower — to 40 
percent by 2030.
“It is a huge jump for India; therefore, 
it is a very ambitious target,” Environment 
Minister Prakash Javadekar said Friday. 
Airstrike hits hospital in 
Afghanistan               
Los Angeles Times
KABUL — The medical charity Doctors 
Without Borders closed its hospital in the 
Afghan province of Kunduz on Sunday, 
and charged that a suspected U.S. airstrike 
that killed 22 people there appeared to have 
been a war crime.
The closure was a blow to the embattled 
northern province where more than 400 
people have been injured in the last week 
in fighting between Afghan security forces 
and the Taliban. 
The Pentagon said there are three 
investigations into the airstrike: one by 
the Defense Department, one involving 
both the United States and Afghanistan 
and one by NATO. Pentagon officials have 
thus far said only that a U.S. airstrike Sat-
urday morning may have caused collateral 
damage.
Doctors Without Borders said it would 
be satisfied only with an investigation by an 
independent, outside authority.
The aid agency called the bombing, 
which went on for more than an hour, hor-
rifying and said it had informed U.S. and 
Afghan officials of the hospital’s GPS coor-
dinates before the strike occurred.
Doctors Without Borders, also known as 
Medecins sans Frontieres (MSF) in French, 
said Sunday that the death toll had risen to 
22 — 12 staff members and 10 patients, 
three of them children.
Russian bombers fail 
to find Islamic State
McClatchy Washington Bureau
ISTANBUL — For the second day run-
ning, Russian aircraft bombed Syria, striking 
targets that included U.S.-backed rebel forc-
es, but not apparently positions held by the 
Islamic State.
Russian officials claimed that the 30 
airstrikes had hit areas controlled by the 
Islamic State and al Qaida’s Syrian affiliate, 
the Nusra Front, but the Pentagon said it had 
no indication that a single Islamic State tar-
get was hit.
Despite the bombing of rebels who were 
trained, equipped and paid under a covert 
CIA program — one group has been hit six 
times in the first two days of bombing — U.S. 
officials said they had no plans to change 
the administration’s approach to Syria or to 
take actions to protect the rebels. President 
Barack Obama has ruled out the use of U.S. 
ground troops, and on Thursday, his spokes-
man avoided any show of responsibility to 
save the U.S.-backed forces.
White House press secretary Josh Ear-
nest warned that Russia’s “indiscriminate” 
bombing could “drive what otherwise 
would be moderate elements into the arms 
of extremists.” But he said no change in the 
U.S. approach is planned. 
“At this point, we haven’t seen the kind 
of change that would prompt a significant, 
broad reevaluation of our policy,” Earnest 
said.
Trade ban on Cuba will 
hurt U.S. relations
McClatchy Washington Bureau
UNITED NATIONS  — Cuban For-
eign Minister Bruno Rodriguez warned 
Tuesday that the embargo on his coun-
try poses a serious impediment to fully 
restoring relations with the United States, 
saying that the Obama administration’s 
steps so far haven’t amounted to “sub-
stantial changes” to the Cold War-era 
restrictions.
The remarks came moments after 
President Barack Obama and Cuban 
leader Raul Castro shook hands in a 
rare face-to-face meeting in New York, 
their first encounter on U.S. soil since 
diplomatic relations were restored last 
summer after a five-decade break.
Obama repeatedly has called for an 
end to the embargo, but only the U.S. 
Congress can lift it in full.
This week marked Castro’s United 
Nations debut. The Cubans also repeated 
their typical list of demands of the Ameri-
cans in order to reach full normalization: 
lifting the embargo, returning the Guan-
tanamo Naval Base, ceasing broadcasts 
and programs they say threaten Cuban 
sovereignty and paying out compen-
sation to people and companies for 
embargo-related damages.
Compiled from McClatchy 




WASHINGTON — Taxes change all the time, up 
and down. But as Washington is learning anew this 
week as it debates federal financing for Planned Par-
enthood, some spending in the federal budget often 
appears to be politically untouchable.
Planned Parenthood, a nonprofit organization 
that provides reproductive and women’s health 
care, this week escaped a threat to its federal dol-
lars, most of which are used to provide health care 
for the poor.
Many Republicans wanted to cut the federal 
funding of PBS and NPR in 2012 after presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney promised in a presidential 
debate to stop subsidizing PBS.
The largest mandatory spending program in the 
federal budget is both an ideological hot button 
topic and a logistically complex giant.
The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the most expensive 
U.S. weapons system ever made, has been contested 
for years because of its mounting costs as technical 
difficulties persisted.
Supreme Court has 
same problems
McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — Supreme Court justices will 
face tough choices and political potshots from 
both left and right when they reclaim their seats 
on Monday.
Over the next nine months, they could restrict 
affirmative action, alter congressional districts and 
weaken public service unions. And though Repub-
lican presidential candidates have been lashing the 
court’s GOP-appointed chief justice, conservatives 
still hold the upper hand.
“This term, I would expect a return to the norm 
in which the right side of the court wins a major-
ity of cases,” said Irv Gornstein, executive director 
of the Supreme Court Institute at the Georgetown 
University Law Center.
No justice has publicly indicated that he or she is 
preparing to step down, and 2016 seems an unlike-
ly time for a voluntary departure. The last time a 
Supreme Court justice left amid a presidential cam-
paign season was in 1956, when Sherman Minton 
resigned because of ill health.
Takeaways from Sep-
tember’s jobs reports 
McClatchey Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — September hiring fell well 
short of consensus expectations and previous 
economic growth was less robust than thought, 
new Labor Department statistics say in a dis-
mal monthly report that painted a picture of an 
economy in downshift mode.
Employers added a disappointing 142,000 
jobs in September, the Labor Department said 
Friday, and added just 136,000 jobs in August, a 
revision of an earlier estimate of 173,000.
The unemployment rate held steady at 
5.1 percent, but wage growth was flat for the 
month, meaning workers weren’t taking home 
more.
“The job report was unambiguously soft,” 
said Mark Zandi, chief economist for forecaster 
Moody’s Analytics. “Not only was the monthly 
job gain light, but there were surprising down-
ward revisions to gains in previous months. 
Hours worked also fell, labor force participa-
tion declined, and wage growth stagnated.”
McCarthy to gain more 
than just House Speaker
McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — Bakersfield, Calif., native 
Kevin McCarthy will get a better salary, a bigger 
staff and a lot more clout on his state’s behalf 
when he becomes House speaker, as all in Con-
gress now expect.
But the old days of bringing home the bacon 
are now gone, or have at least been put on a diet.
A congressional earmark ban will limit McCar-
thy’s ability to steer federal dollars toward his 
San Joaquin Valley congressional district, which 
encompasses most of Kern and Tulare counties. 
“It goes without saying others will look favor-
ably on trying to promote policies that make the 
speaker happy,” said John Lawrence, former chief 
of staff to Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., when she 
served as speaker of the House of Representa-
tives from 2007-2011. She is now House minority 
leader.






discussion: Brick Wall 2015 @ Taylor down Under,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
returning Housing Contracts available through the 
online Housing System starting at 1:15 p.m.
dark & Stormy Starry Monday nights @ The Artful 
dodger, 4 to 9 p.m.
Poetry reading by Karenne Wood @ grafton-
Stovall Theater, 4 to 5 p.m.
Fall Semester High Tea @ Cleveland Hall lobby, 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Team Trivia @ Clementines, teams of six or less, 
9 p.m.
African drumming Class @ 17 E Johnson St.,
 1 to 3 p.m.
Workshop: i have too much reading to do! @ 
godwin 344, 7:30 to 8:45 p.m.
Musical: First lady Suite @ Studio Theater, Forbes 
Center, $11 students, regular $15, 8 p.m.
dJ-V’s 2’sday dance Party @ The Artful dodger,
10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Workshop: Sometimes you Win, Sometimes you 
learn @ Wine-Price Building, 3rd Floor, 9 to 11 a.m.
Showing of “Tested” documentary Film @ Health
and Human Services Building, room 1302, 6 p.m.
Music: lee Bains iii & The glory Fires and Pujol and 
Azores @ Clementine, $7 advance, $10 day of show, 
9 to 11 p.m.
Thursday’s Puzzle Solved 
Due to technical issues, we are unable to print a crossword puzzle in this edition. 
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As JMU police continues to 
investigate an assault and battery that 
took place on Sept. 17 on Godwin 
Field, Police Chief Lee Shifflett is 
asking anyone with information 
regarding the incident to step 
forward. 
“We have received several tips on 
the assault at Godwin and encourage 
our community to share tips,” Shifflett 
said. 
As previously reported by The 
Breeze, the victim was approached 
and struck by a suspect who is 
described as a black male who was 
wearing dark clothing and had blonde 
or light-colored hair that resembled 
a mohawk. The victim then fled 
toward Bridgeforth stadium, while 
the suspect returned to the rest of the 
group.
The JMU Police Department can 
be reached by calling 540-568-6911, 
visiting them in Anthony-Seeger hall 
or emailing publicsafety@jmu.edu.




The JMU Police Department 
received a third party report saying 
that a female student went to a 
fraternity party at an unknown 
location on Sept. 24. The victim 
drank punch at the party and woke 
up the next morning unable to 
recall the previous evening’s events. 
She then told her friend about the 
incident claiming that she believes 
the punch was possibly drugged. 
JMU police are asking anyone with 
information regarding this incident 
to contact them. 
In another incident, a third 
party report was submitted to 
the police department about an 
alleged incident that took place in 
a residence hall on Sept. 19. During 
this occurrence, a male, who is 
known to the victim, used alcohol to 
facilitate a sexual assault on a female. 
The JMU police are asking 
students to use several safety 
precautions. 
Some of these tips include being 
alert to individuals pressuring you 
or others to use alcohol or other 
drugs, speaking up if they see others 
engage in concerning activities, not 
accepting a mixed drink or opened 





A shooting at Umpqua Community 
College in Oregon on Thursday left 
nine students dead and several more 
injured, authorities said.
Officers arrived on the scene at 
10:46 a.m., according to CNN. They 
reportedly exchanged gunfire with 
the shooter for two minutes before he 
was killed. 
The shooter’s death was ruled a 
suicide by the medical examiner. 
The shooter, a 26-year-old student, 
targeted his English class, and carried 
four handguns and a rifle. He was 
found to have several more weapons 
at his home in the Roseburg area. The 
weapons are believed to have been 
legally obtained, though not all by the 
shooter. The shooter also carried body 
armor, although it is unclear whether 
or not he was wearing it at the time of 
the shooting. 
Several news outlets reported 
that the shooter asked classmates 
about their religion before shooting 
them, and that he seemed to target 
Christians. One witness reported the 
shooter selecting a student to “be the 
lucky one,” handing the student an 
envelope and instructing him to stand 
in a corner while he began shooting 
the student’s classmates. 
John Hanlin, the Douglas County 
sheriff, expressed his refusal to name 
the shooter during a press conference 
following the shooting. 
“I will not give him the credit he 
probably sought prior to this horrific 
and cowardly act,” Hanlin said in a 
press conference. 
Hanlin advised the media to focus 
instead on those who experienced the 
shooting. 
“Focus your attention on the 
victims, on the families, helping them 
get through this difficult time,” Hanlin 
said.
Valley response teams participate in mock plane crash to fulfill FAA regulations
SAM TAYLOR / THE BREEZE
Volunteers in the Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport’s simulated plane crash on Thursday were given makeup to look like real crash survival 
victims. Thirty rescue teams from the area attended the event, where they practiced lifelike drills to prepare for a potential emergency. 
By CHRIS KENT
The Breeze
The Shenandoah Valley Regional Air-
port recently partook in a simulated plane 
crash, where rescue squads and emergency 
response teams throughout the region con-
verged to treat the survivors and put out fires, 
dodging the various items of luggage littered 
across the airport’s asphalt. 
According to Gregory Campbell, the exec-
utive director of the Shenandoah Valley 
Regional Airport, Thursday’s drill was carried 
out in coordination with the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s Part 139 Airport Certifica-
tion. The certification is for airports that serve 
scheduled and unscheduled air carrier aircraft 
with more than 30 seats, according to the 
FAA. The drill has to occur every three years, 
according to Campbell.
“There was a lot pre-planning that went into 
this,” Campbell said. “I think the first meeting 
happened about a year ago.” 
The drill consisted of 75 volunteer victims 
who were aided by rescue teams from across 
the Shenandoah Valley. Each volunteer was 
tagged with a different injury, some more life 
threatening than others, and it was up to the 
rescue crews to come in and organize who 
needed to receive help first. 
According to the airport’s Communi-
cations Officer Heather Ream, 30 rescue 
teams including teams from the University 
of Virginia Medical Center and Stuarts Draft 
Rescue Squad showed up to the practice. 
Logan Parker, the rescue deputy chief from 
Stuarts Draft, went through the drill for his 
first time.
“When we got there, there were fire haz-
ards,” Parker said. “There was a fire on the 
ground, a fuel spill and there was a fire in the 
plane. That has to be taken care of first.“
The survivors had their fake wounds mock 
treated, but the ambulance personnel fol-
lowed the same practices as if they were real 
wounds. The firefighters battled an actual fire, 
set by training supervisors, in the fuselage of 
a decommissioned jet. The Harrisonburg 
Rescue Squad and some JMU students partici-
pated in the drill as well. Heather Funkhouser, 
a senior information analytics major, came 
out with the Harrisonburg Rescue Squad for 
training. 
“I showed up, helped set up ambulatory 
and non-ambulatory decon, was placed with 
a group who moved the non-ambulatory 
patients from the initial triage stage to being 
placed on a backboard, ‘cut’ contaminated 
clothes,” Funkhouser said. “The actors had 
on old clothes and Tyvek suits that we could 
cut off for practice [and] drill purposes, and 
passed the now ‘naked’ patient on to the ini-
tial decon stage where the patient was then 
‘rinsed off.’” 
The last real plane crash to happen at the 
Shenandoah airport occurred in May of this 
year, according to WHSV-TV, when a small, 
single-engine plane skidded down the run-
way after failing to engage its landing gear. 
Fortunately there were only two passengers, 
the pilot and an adult female, neither of whom 
sustained injury from the crash. The rescue 
crew on scene responded promptly, then put-
ting to use training skills they learned at drills 
similar to the one on Thursday. 
According to Parker, it’s difficult to restrain 
oneself from jumping into emergency because 
of that feeling of wanting to help anyone in 
danger. 
“When something bad happens, you get 
that Superman instinct and you just want to 
rush in and help these people, but you have 
to make sure everything is safe before you go 
in,” Parker said. 
CONTACT Chris Kent at chris 
kent2cm@dukes.jmu.edu. 
Departments host symposium
Lecturers to speak about and offer workshops on sexual violence
KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE
By MORGAN LYNCH
The Breeze
JMU’s School of Public and International Affairs is 
hosting a fall symposium on sexual violence, which 
has prompted interest and support from multiple 
departments.
Faculty from the justice studies, political science 
and writing, rhetoric and technical communications 
departments, along with students from the Univer-
sity Program Board are putting on a series of events 
throughout the semester.
SPIA chose the topic of sexual violence because 
it’s an issue that affects people at all levels of society 
and addresses a variety of disciplines, according to 
Glenn Hastedt, a professor and chair of the justice 
studies department.
“We hope students will come away from the sym-
posium with a heightened awareness of the scope 
and nature of sexual violence, and an increased 
commitment to becoming engaged in community 
and political efforts to address the problem,” Hast-
edt said.
The symposium includes one roundtable and two 
panels during which JMU faculty will discuss their 
research on sexual violence, the resources available 
for faculty and students and how sexual violence is 
portrayed in films. The roundtable and panels will be 
held on Oct. 13, 20 and 29, respectively. These events 
are targeted to JMU faculty members who want to 
learn more and improve their teaching methods.
There are two films on sexual violence that will 
be screened at Grafton-Stovall Theatre, which will 
all serve as options for passport events.
Amelia Morrison, a sophomore geographic sci-
ence major designed the website for the symposium 
and is looking forward to the film, “The Hunting 
Ground,” which will be screened on Oct. 26.
According to Morrison, the film is the most rel-
evant to college students because it discusses the 
sexual violence experiences women have faced on 
college campuses that have been covered up to pro-
tect the universities’ reputations.
“I feel like people our age don’t realize how much 
it’s covered up because they have the privilege of not 
being exposed to it,” Morrison said.
The third film, titled “Sex+Money: A Nation-
al Search for Human Worth,” will be shown and 
discussed on Nov. 16. The film is about a group of 
photojournalists who research the sexual exploita-
tion of children in the United States and come up 
with solutions.
Assistant professor Kristin Wylie of the politi-
cal science department, who worked with an 
anti-human trafficking non-governmental 
see TALKS, page 4
“I feel like people our age 
don’t realize how much it’s 
covered up because they 
have the privilege of not 
being exposed to it.”
Amelia Morrison
sophomore geographic science major
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LEUKEMIA | ‘We just want positive support for Sheridan,’ friend says
from front
administer exams. Sheridan balanced clin-
ic visits three times a week with schoolwork. 
Despite these challenges, he graduated high 
school with a 4.3 GPA and become a recipient 
of the Bill Gates Millennium Scholar award. 
His perseverance has strongly impacted his 
sister. 
“All I can say is that he is a fighter and my 
hero,” Shelby said.
And his work ethic showed in tennis as well 
as in school. 
“He is always ready to get better, always 
putting the extra work in,” Rashad Judson, 
Sheridan Fuller’s longtime friend and high 
school tennis coach, said.
This past summer Sheridan was able to grad-
uate with his peers. 
“He looked fine and back to normal, that is 
why this is so surprising to us when his health 
declined again [during orientation week 2015],” 
Shelby Fuller said. 
Between his high school graduation and this 
fall semester, Sheridan and his family were 
looking forward to him finally going back to 
school as a college student. 
The Fuller family recounted that Sheridan 
wanted to eventually major in something 
involving both computer science and medicine. 
“Sheridan has a great wit,” Jamie Parker, 
Sheridan’s cousin, said. “He is very passion-
ate about science and technology.”
Since arriving at the hospital in September, 
Sheridan’s respiratory condition has degraded.
“His condition, medically speaking, has 
grown severe,”  Shelby said. 
By Sept. 25, Sheridan had lost the ability to 
breathe on his own. He was then placed on an 
advanced form of life support to help restore 
lung functions, and is currently sedated. In the 
last few weeks Sheridan has been having daily 
procedures and surgeries, all the while giving 
doctors no clear sign as to what exactly is caus-
ing the medical complications. 
“While Sheridan is a year out from his trans-
plant surgery, he is still not considered to be 
truly cancer free,” Shelby said. 
 It has been a tumultuous road for Sheridan 
and his family, though the last few days for 
Sheridan in the intensive care unit have been 
uplifting. 
“We as family and friends keep getting back 
more negativity, more negativity, more nega-
tivity, but the positive I will say is that Sheridan 
started moving his hand on Oct. 1,”  Shelby said. 
“This is such a small thing ... but that’s a big 
step for him, because we had been told just the 
night before that he had a possibility of muscle 
wasting and as consequence wouldn’t really be 
able to move.”
 Not only were doctors concerned about 
muscle atrophy, they also notified Fuller’s 
family and friends that there was a substantial 
possibility of brain damage because of all the 
complications and life support.
Despite this, Shelby said Sheridan’s condi-
tion might be improving slightly. 
 “[Thursday and Friday] I saw him open his 
eyes, and move his hands and arms,” Shelby 
said. “Baby steps, but hope. Hope, I pray, will 
get us through this huge mountain. I now hope 
he wins the war.”
 Sheridan’s mother is a single parent who has 
been spending each hour of the day beside her 
ill son during this time. Because of Sheridan’s 
daily procedures and surgeries she needs to be 
there to make decisions for him. 
On Oct. 2, Sheridan’s mom “received a bless-
ing of hope,” according to Shelby. 
“When our mom walks into the room his 
vitals increase,” Shelby said. “He can hear her. 
My mom had the pleasure of experiencing 
Sheridan cuffing her hand as she held his. It 
was such an amazing sign of hope.” 
There are two main goals for which the 
GoFundMe is set up: The first is financial, for 
the family to receive assistance to allow Sheri-
dan’s mother to stay by his side at all times as 
well as to try to gather enough revenue togeth-
er to seek new options in care for Sheridan 
because the current hospital near Richmond 
has exhausted all possible options. The sec-
ond goal of “Hope 4 Sheridan” is to receive 
emotional and spiritual support from the com-
munity, especially the JMU community.
The “Hope 4 Sheridan” campaign has a goal 
set for $25,000. As of Oct. 4 they have received 
$900.
“I really want the JMU community to know 
about this fallen Duke who we hope will make 
it to the top of that mountain and win this bat-
tle again,” Shelby said. “Show your support by 
well wishes, prayers, blessings and financial 
assistance. ”
Family and friends supporting the GoFund-
Me wear bracelets highlighting the main points 
of the cause. Shelby wears one with the word 
“Hope” on it, Judson wears one that says, “Keep 
the faith” and the third bracelet has the word 
“Strength” on it. The family hopes to give out 
bracelets to supporters of the campaign in the 
near future.  
As of Sunday, Sheridan has been in the hos-
pital for 33 consecutive days. He has been in 
the ICU for 31 of those days, and on life sup-
port since Sept. 25. Shelby said loved ones of 
Sheridan want to “do what Sheridan would do 
if someone else was in this kind of situation.
“We just want positive support for Sheri-
dan; he has been fighting so much,” Judson 
said. “We want him to know that you all are 
with him too. Anything you do is appreciated; 
the positive energy you send him, he can feel it. 
He can feel our presence in the hospital room.” 
CONTACT Louis Gaertner at 
gaertnlp@dukes.jmu.edu. 
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called “Free For Life International,” 
plans to screen this film.
Two of the students Wylie 
worked with on anti-human 
trafficking will help lead the dis-
cussion after the film.
“I hope to raise awareness about 
sex trafficking both within the U.S. 
and abroad, and develop empathy 
among the students for children 
and women who have been traf-
ficked,” Wylie said. “I also hope 
students will leave the film and dis-
cussion with a clear understanding 
of how they can get involved and 
empowered to be the change.”
 There will be four more presen-
tations held by JMU and visiting 
professors. The first lecture, held 
back on Sept. 14, pertained to 
the campus anti-rape movement. 
Other lectures will be about how 
men can get informed on the issue 
of sexual violence. The Collins 
Center and its initiatives in Rock-
ingham County will discuss how to 
respond to conflict-related sexual 
violence. They’ll be held on Oct. 
7, Nov. 2 and Nov. 12 respectively.
 On Nov. 17, Julija Sardelic, a 
Max Weber postdoctoral fellow at 
the European University Institute, 
will be presenting her research on 
the approach to wartime and post-
conflict sexual violence from the 
Yugoslav succession in southeast-
ern Europe.
 Even though Morrison focus-
es on geographic science, she 
became involved with the sympo-
sium because the topic of regional 
sexual violence interests her.
 “You can go map sexual vio-
lence on a geographic scale and 
areas where there’s less wealth 
and women’s rights are where 
there’s more violence,” Morri-
son said. “Because we live in an 
area where we can go to college 
and have opportunities, we have 
the ability to shed light on the 
issue and do something about it.” 
CONTACT Morgan Lynch at 
lynchma@dukes.jmu.edu. 
COURTESY OF SHELBY FULLER
The Fuller family has set up a GoFundMe account, “Hope 4 Sheridan,” to help pay off medical expenses. 
The family plans on giving out bracelets with inspirational phrases on them to supporters in the future. 
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Steve Harper (left), the Faculty Senate treasurer and an engineering professor, agreed with the motion to add two seats to the faculty senate for part-time employees. 
Harper said that he does not have a high level of contact with part-time employees in his department, and believes they could add a new perspective to the meetings. 
from front     
In addition to financial matters, the other 
major topic of discussion at this month’s meet-
ing revolved around a proposal to include more 
part-time faculty in the senate. This was an item of 
business first introduced at September’s meeting, 
and involves the addition of a couple new seats 
for university part-time faculty, with the aim of 
improving representation. 
“The rationale for this is that, at JMU, we have 
somewhere near 1,000 full-time faculty, and 
somewhere near 400 part-time faculty, and we 
currently have one representative on the faculty 
senate for part-time faculty,” Dave McGraw, the 
senate speaker and professor of integrated sci-
ence and technology, said in his introduction of 
the proposal. “The idea is that it would be more 
fair to the part-time faculty to have more repre-
sentation in this body.”
However, not all members of the senate thought 
that this was a necessary measure. A dissenting 
opinion was quickly voiced by Ralph Grove, a pro-
fessor in the computer science department.
“Part-time faculty have just as many represen-
tatives. In fact, they have more representatives 
than the full-time,” Grove said. “I know all the 
part-time faculty in my department, and I talk 
with them and understand their concerns. Every 
part-time faculty has two representatives on this 
committee: the department representative and 
the part-time representative. It seems to me that 
they’re adequately represented, because they can 
go to either person.”
Steve Harper, the faculty senate treasurer and 
professor of engineering, disagreed with Grove. 
“I don’t think that’s true in every department; 
I don’t have the same level of contact with the 
part-time folks in my department, and I’m expect-
ing that’s true for many people,” Harper said. “It’s 
more than just having talked with them, it’s [hav-
ing] a certain kind of perspective and experience.”
The motion to add two part-time seats was 
passed almost unanimously, with Grove’s being 
the only opposing vote. McGraw is uncertain of 
when the Faculty Senate will implement the two 
new seats, but he said that after they’re imple-
mented, there will be a total of 46 voting seats, 
including one seat for each of the 43 departments 
and three part-time seats. According to McGraw, 
there will one non-voting student representative 
as always. 
Also briefly discussed was a new measure by 
the NCAA to allow schools to provide extra finan-
cial opportunities to athletes, and a related quote 
in a recent letter
“The NCAA has permitted schools who want to 
offer a cost of attendance allowance, above and 
beyond [scholarships] that [only] cover the cost 
of tuition,” McGraw said. “A bunch of the ‘top tier’ 
schools with really competitive athletic programs 
are choosing to do this, and a bunch of the schools 
that we may think of as our peers here at JMU 
are choosing not to do this. President Alger got 
together with the heads of a lot of other schools 
and wrote a letter making an argument for why 
we aren’t going to do that, and why it’s not in our 
best interests.” 
In this letter, Alger emphasized the deep care 
the university has for its students — both athletes 
and non-athletes — and its desire to treat all stu-
dents equally regarding financial assistance. 
“As educational leaders, we feel strongly that 
our budgets must reflect our missions and the 
needs of all of our students,” Alger wrote in the 
letter. “Many student-athletes have significant 
financial need, but so do many of their fellow 
students.”
The meeting adjourned after a brief discussion 
of parking issues, with an understanding that the 
CAC’s work on faculty compensation will come to 
a resolution in the near future. 
“Our goal has been to produce a plan that will 
improve the competitiveness of staff salaries,” Lar-
son said. “The vice president asked that we make 
it a priority, and we hope to finish by the end of 
the semester.”
CONTACT Evan McAllister at 
mcalliem@dukes.jmu.edu. 
“I really want the JMU 
community to know about 
this fallen Duke who we hope 
will make it to the top of that 
mountain and win this battle 
again. Show your support by 
well wishes, prayers, blessings 
and financial assistance.” 
Shelby Fuller 
Sheridan’s sister and JMU 
class of 2012 alumna
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LET YOUR TALENT SHINE
Become a cartoonist. Email breezeopinion@gmail.com.
The debate of whether feminism should 
be renamed “equalism” has surfaced of 
late. Some claim that feminism excludes or 
vilifies men, or that calling the movement 
“feminism” is inherently sexist in women’s 
favor. Further, there’s the claim that men are 
just as discriminated against in issues like rape, 
emotional expression and child custody cases.
Here’s the thing: feminism isn’t just about 
women. It’s about dismantling a patriarchal 
system that boxes all people into strict gender 
roles that generally benefit men. When men 
are expected to be stoic and not talk about their 
feelings, or when they’re shamed or ignored 
in rape cases, it’s because of the patriarchy 
telling them they can’t fulfill expectations of 
masculinity if they show any sign of weakness. 
When women are overwhelmingly favored in 
child custody cases, it’s because the patriarchy 
dictates that men must be providers and women 
must be caregivers, and that these roles must 
never be reversed nor combined.
Feminists are working to break down the 
gender barriers that limit all people, no matter 
their gender identity. A movement doesn’t have 
to be primarily focused on benefiting men to be 
worthwhile.
Feminism is called feminism because there’s 
further to go in seeking equality for women than 
for men, and it’s OK to publicly acknowledge 
that. When we continue the common practice of 
referring to all of humanity as “mankind,” no one 
even raises an eyebrow. The fact that people feel 
the need to attack feminism for its nomenclature 
is all the more reason why we still need it.
Grace Blackburn is a junior media arts and 
design major.
Something needs to be done about the mass shooting epidemic
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24-hour Starbucks® Cafe
24-hour Emergency Maintenance on-call
Located within walking distance
of JMU Campus
Three Convenient Bus Stops
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A “new-horizons” pat to the 
certain SGA leaders who are 
inclusive in revolutionizing this 
organization and campus.
From an old member who’s 
excited to work with new 
personalities.
A “thanks-for-not-ruining-my-
life” pat to the officer who gave me 
an open container charge instead 
of underaged drinking. 
From a stupid college kid who 
really can’t afford to take ASAP 
classes.
A “six-degrees-of-separation” 
pat to my JMU family for putting 
me in touch with sources for 
articles when I can’t find any on 
my own.
From an alumna who can always 
count on our massive, but close-knit, 
community.
A “thanks-for-preparing-
me” pat to Career and Academic 
Planning for helping me get my 
resume on fleek for the Career Fair.
From a senior who really needs a 
job and all the help she can get.
A “what-were-you-thinking” 
dart to the person who posted the 
bus schedules at Memorial so high 
that only a 7-foot giant could read 
them.
From a person of average height 
who has enough trouble reading the 
schedules and doesn’t really want to 
carry a ladder around with her.
A “this-is-ridiculous” dart to 
Snapchat for making you pay for 
additional replays.
From someone who enjoys 
opening snaps more than once.
Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.
Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE
JUST JMU THINGS
GRACE BLACKBURN |  letter to the editor
President Barack 
Obama gave a speech 
Thursday in regard to the 
shooting at a community 
college in Oregon. It was 
unlike any other speech 
I’ve seen him give during 
his tenure as president. 
He looked frustrated, 
spoke passionately 
and was unafraid to call out those he sees as 
perpetuating the continuing issue of mass 
shootings in this country.
One particular sentence is still sticking with 
me: “This is a political choice we make, to allow 
this to happen every few months in America.” 
I wholeheartedly agree. Every time we 
adamantly refuse to do anything about the 
issue of guns in this country, we allow another 
shooting to happen that didn’t have to. It’s a 
problem that’s killed more Americans in the last 
decade than acts of terrorism, yet we stand by 
and allow it to happen on a loop, like a broken 
record, with no attempt to stop it. There have 
been 994 mass shootings in this country since 
November 2012. Is that not enough death to get 
people to do something?
What has happened to us as a nation? Why 
has it become so routine to see another mass 
shooting happen in some school, or some 
movie theater, or some office? Why is it OK to 
allow this maddening cycle of violence and 
death without doing something, anything, to 
stem the tide?
When deaths from drunk driving increased 
two decades ago, we put laws in place to 
increase enforcement — and they worked. Why 
have we done absolutely nothing to stop this?
Plenty of countries allow for the purchase 
of guns. Absolutely none of them have the 
massive issue of gun violence that we have. 
This is because they have the decency to enact 
some common sense gun control laws in order 
to prevent people who should never have their 
hands on a trigger from getting access to a gun. 
Some are more extreme than others, but there 
are plenty of ideas that have been enacted that 
would do some good here.
Of course, there’s the issue of mental illness 
that people like to trot out whenever this 
happens. Sure, we should be taking better care 
of the mentally ill in this country and more 
resources should be available to assist them. 
However, to try and place the blame for the 
mass shooting crisis in this country squarely 
on mental illnesses is irresponsible and 
discriminatory. 
There are responsible gun owners out there 
who enjoy their firearms safely and encourage 
others to be responsible with their weapons. 
Some of those same gun owners have come to 
the same conclusion that I have, that common 
sense gun control is needed to prevent these 
kinds of acts.
What’s absolutely terrifying to me is that 
there are actual people out there who say that 
the solution to this ongoing crisis is to have even 
more guns. More guns in schools, more guns in 
public, more guns in general. I’m sorry, I must 
have missed the memo that told me that the 
United States now exists within the confines of 
a John Wayne movie. 
What a stupid, nihilistic answer. How is 
adding more guns into this situation supposed 
to keep people safe? This isn’t “The Matrix” or 
“Mad Max.” This is real life. Enough people get 
killed with only one gunman in the situation, 
how’s the addition of even more guns supposed 
to help? 
How about we enact reasonable gun control 
laws so people who would go shoot people 
don’t have access to that gun? It would certainly 
be more helpful and practical than trying to 
turn every public space in the country into 
a potential scene from a Quentin Tarantino 
production.
I’m sick and tired of the constant death and 
misery caused by ignorance and unwillingness 
to do anything about the gun problem in this 
country. 
Can we please come together as decent 
human beings and try to reduce the killing?
Kevan Hulligan is a senior political science 
major. Contact Kevan at hulligkx@dukes.
jmu.edu.
KEVAN HULLIGAN |  the war room
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH
Feminism is key
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NAHLA ABOUTABL |  respect the riot
JAMES POMEROY |  contributing writer
While the General Assembly of the United Nations met in 
New York to discuss issues ranging from LGBTQ+ rights in 
Robert Mugabe’s Zimbabwe to Eastern Europe’s refugee crisis, 
Russian fighter jets were taxiing onto Syrian runways. 
In the early morning hours of Sept. 30, Russian fighter 
bombers took off from Latakia in Western Syria and began 
to bomb targets in the rebel-controlled Homs and Hama 
provinces. While the Kremlin maintains that these bombing 
runs were aimed at the Islamic State group positions, United 
States officials have noted that the areas hit weren’t known 
to have been under the control of the Islamic State group, 
but rather the targets were in Free Syrian Army controlled 
areas. This new wave of Russian intervention comes a mere 
18 months after Russian troops marched into the Crimea and 
only 14 months after Malaysian Airlines Flight 17 was shot 
down over eastern Ukraine by Russian supplied anti-aircraft 
missiles. Syria, however, represents a much more unique 
challenge for the Kremlin.
Putin sees Russian intervention in Syria as a means of 
coming to the aid of a beleaguered ally besieged by various 
opposition forces. The Kremlin is also fearful of the Islamic State 
group’s jihad coming to Russia. Currently, approximately 2,500 
Russians (mainly from the predominantly Muslim Caucasus 
region of Southern Russia) are fighting for the Islamic State 
group. There are fears among Russian intelligence officials that 
these fighters will return to their homes to conduct terrorist 
operations against Russian targets. 
The Gulf Arab States, namely Saudi Arabia, see Russian 
and Iranian support for Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
as “adding fuel to the fire.” The Obama administration now 
finds itself at yet another foreign policy crossroads. On one 
hand, cooperation with Russia over Syria could help thaw U.S.-
Russian relations, which recently have become bitterly cold. 
On the other hand, as Russia steps up its support for the Assad 
government, America’s Gulf Arab allies have pledged to step 
up support for Syria’s rebel opposition. Saudi Arabia’s Foreign 
Minister Adel al-Jubier said last Tuesday that support for the 
rebel opposition “will continue and be intensified.” 
The stubbornness of the Gulf Arab States largely stems 
from the three-way alliance with Iran, Syria and Russia. Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates all see Shiite-
dominated Iran as a threat to the entire region and thus don’t 
want to see Bashar al-Assad’s government, a long time Iranian 
ally, survive the current civil war.
Russian intervention in Syria further complicates an already 
complex situation. 
While al-Assad’s government has proven to be ruthless and 
reprehensible during the Syrian Civil War, it maintains some 
semblance of stability. 
One can only look to Libya in 2011 to see how 
international intervention to remove governments can 
lead to turmoil and anarchy. 
There are four dead Americans in Benghazi that can 
attest to this. However, it’s important for the international 
community to recognize that the Syrian government can’t 
be looked at as an acceptable sovereign power. 
Its human rights abuses including torture, use of 
chemical weapons and indiscriminate shelling have killed 
tens of thousands of Syrians. The international community 
must realize three key points. 
One, in order for the Syrian War to end, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia and the Gulf Arab states must put aside their 
differences in order to end the war. Two, the Assad 
Regime must be held accountable, but not by means of 
an overthrow. And three, Russia and the United States 
both hold the key to the previous two points as well as the 
defeat of Islamic terrorism throughout the region
Both Presidents Obama and Putin currently find 
themselves standing at the edge of an abyss. 
The coming months will shape not only the future 
of Syria, but the security of the Middle East and the 
international community as a whole. 
James Pomeroy is a senior history and political 
science double major. Contact James at pomerojs@
dukes.jmu.edu.
Putin’s push
The Russian gamble in Syria has serious geopolitical implications
Russian intervention in Syria further 
complicates an already complex situation.
To cover or not to cover?
Women who choose not to wear a hijab should still be respected
We all hold certain things important to us, 
whether they’re people, beliefs, goals, etc. One 
of the things I consider to be very important is 
staying true to myself, regardless of what others 
might think of me or how they might treat me 
as a result. However, it can be very difficult to 
stay true to yourself when your community, 
family and society in general expect you to act 
in ways that might not always match your ideas.
In my case, the hijab (the head covering 
some Muslim women wear) has been what sometimes caused me 
to feel like I wasn’t acting on my own beliefs. 
I started wearing the hijab when I was in the sixth grade, the day 
I hit puberty. In Islam, it’s generally believed that we start getting 
judged based on our actions when we reach adulthood. This has been 
interpreted by some as when an individual hits puberty. The hijab 
was an expectation my family and religious community had for girls 
and so to please them, I wore the hijab when I became “a woman.” 
Already, there are two things that I feel don’t match my own 
personal beliefs. First off, I don’t believe that a young girl who just hit 
puberty is considered an adult nor should she be held accountable for 
her “sins.” At that age, boys and girls alike go through many hormonal 
changes, not to mention that they’re not mature enough to always tell 
right from wrong. Secondly, I don’t like to base my actions based on 
what might please or displease others, no matter who they might be. 
Although my parents are extremely important to me and I love 
both dearly, it still made me uncomfortable to make such a personal 
decision based on what they wanted. I’ve always viewed faith as a 
relationship between an individual and his or her Lord; a relationship 
that shouldn’t allow for outside influence. Another reason I didn’t 
feel comfortable wearing a hijab is that I don’t feel like my faith is 
something that has to be displayed physically. Rather, I believe that 
character should be more telling of people’s values than their physical 
appearances.   
Third and most importantly, I don’t feel that covering my hair 
is the only way to gain respect from those around me. One of the 
many arguments people use in support for hijab is that it makes 
people focus less on a woman’s physical beauty and more on her 
character. However, my personal belief is that I shouldn’t need to 
wear a religious garment just to gain respect or have people see me 
for my character instead of my physical aspects. This isn’t to deny 
that people often judge others based on individual appearances, but I 
reject the notion of “more clothes equals more respect.” Just as some 
women argue that wearing hijab is their way of rejecting society’s 
sexualization of women, I too think that, by not wearing one, I’m 
also rejecting the over sexualization of women. Saying that I need 
to cover my hair in order for men not to sexualize me doesn’t strike 
me as exactly feminist. 
The politicization of hijabs seems unnecessary to me, and I think 
it should really just stay a symbol of faith and not a symbol of a more 
general movement. 
Not everyone will agree with the points I made nor will they like 
my opinions, but that’s why each individual has the right to make 
their own life choices. Taking the hijab off was a decision that was 
long overdue for me. I didn’t feel comfortable going against my 
personal beliefs and my ideas of modesty and faith to please others. 
We can never properly represent what we don’t believe in. Not only 
is it hypocritical, but our front will be uncovered sooner or later. 
That being said, I have the utmost respect for women who make the 
choice to wear the hijab and carry through with it. It’s a very hard task, 
especially with the backlash many Muslim women face as a result. I 
believe that each decision we take, no matter what it is, should come 
as a result of our own understanding of the world and not as a way 
to please others, especially when faith is involved.
Nahla Aboutabl is a senior political science and international 
affairs double major. Contact Nahla at aboutanm@dukes.jmu.
edu.
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Spreading its wings
The Green Hummingbird fair trade clothing shop celebrates its first anniversary
By REBECCA JOSEPHSON
The Breeze
The acoustic music of local musician Lightning 
Lucas, a colorful warm atmosphere and the scent 
of coffee and pumpkin spice refreshments greeted 
customers celebrating the first anniversary of the 
Green Hummingbird in Harrisonburg Saturday. 
What started as a seed in the mind of Eleanor 
Held is now a growing fair trade clothing shop 
housed on South Main Street at the entrance of 
downtown Harrisonburg.
The Green Hummingbird celebrated a year that 
included off-site festivals, the annual Block Party 
in the ’Burg and donations to sufferers of the April 
earthquake in Nepal.
“I think that [the store is] going to be successful 
because [Eleanor has] been here a whole year and 
in order for a small business to make it a whole 
year, I think it is great,” Michele Perry, employee 
since Held started the store, said.
 After a year, the Green Hummingbird is estab-
lishing its presence in the downtown area.
“She gave herself a good foundation and so 
with the store being here as opposed to being 
closer to downtown, I feel like it’s going to anchor 
the downtown area,” Perry said. “I hope the word 
is spreading that we’re here.”
In addition, the store is growing into its space, 
expanding its merchandise and its visual pres-
ence with a new coat of paint, hanging tapestries 
and displaying information about fair trade.
“They’re really coming into their own in this 
space,” Lightning Lucas, a local musician who has 
played for the store throughout the past year, said.
While growing, The Green Hummingbird and 
Held are still very focused on the fair trade ele-
ment of the store.
“They have pictures of the people and little sto-
ries of the people that make these items, whereas 
here in the United States, we have no idea. It’s like 
learning to shop with a conscience, and being 
aware of the global impact of our consumerism,” 
Perry said.
Not only is Held focusing on buying and sell-
ing fair trade products, she is double checking 
to make sure they really fit the definition of “fair 
trade.”
“One of the things I think is so admirable 
about what Eleanor is doing is that she individ-
ually researches all the places where things come 
from to guarantee that they really are fair trade,” 
Perry said.
According to the shop’s website, fair trade is 
defined as a system of buying products from the 
creators and artisans while giving them a fair 
wage to live by. The goal is to give them a good liv-
ing wage enough to thrive, support their families 
and live decent and dignified lives while doing 
something they love to do. 
Concerning future growth, Held hopes to 
expand enough to move into a larger building 
and add more sections to the store in addition 
to the current women’s section and small men’s 
section.
“It would be nice to have it in a separate build-
ing or a bigger space or with similar stores around 
it, but I definitely want to expand it: have a men’s 
section, a kids section and shoes,” Held said.
 Julia Harrison, a customer at the Green Hum-
mingbird, loves the fair trade aspect in addition 
to its style.
“I love that it’s fair trade so it’s an equitable 
kind of store and that it’s really stylish,” Harrison 
said. “Eleanor is a really dear person, dear friend, 
so it’s nice to support her.”
As an appearance at the Fair Trade Interna-
tional Symposium last winter confirmed, Held 
has established a kind of store few small business 
owners have tried, given that she was one of the 
only stores there focused on fair trade clothing.
“She saw a place there was a need, and [went with 
it],” Perry said. “She’s really a pioneer in that sense.”
CONTACT Rebecca Josephson 
at josephrc@dukes.jmu.edu. A woman looks through scarves at the Green Hummingbird in downtown Harrisonburg.
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from front
The D.E.E.P. Impact staff had originally set up 40 chairs for the 
event, but had to bring in another 80 after the room quickly filled with 
attendees.
“We had a great turnout. I didn’t expect as many people to show up,” 
Gbemisola Johnson, a senior health sciences major and a diversity edu-
cator for the D.E.E.P. Impact program, said.
 At the beginning of the program, the 
room separated into groups of roughly 10, 
and each group discussed topics that were 
introduced throughout the presentation 
before sharing their ideas with the larger 
group. 
Some details pointed out by the diversity 
educators and audience members were bla-
tant stereotypes present in older movies, like 
the song “What Makes the Red Man Red” in 
“Peter Pan.” Others were more subtle, like the 
fact that the first Disney movie to feature an 
African-American princess, “The Princess 
and the Frog,” actually showed her as a frog 
for most of the film.
Some of these topics were based on 
specific movies: some topics included hyper-
masculinity in movies like “Hercules” and 
“Frozen,” racial stereotypes put onto ani-
mals in “Dumbo” and the “Jungle Book” and 
the representation of Native Americans in “Peter Pan.” At the end, more 
general questions were introduced, such as how this information affects 
the audience’s cultural competence and their future interaction with the 
younger children who are the main audience of these stories.
“I liked when [an audience member] mentioned that when all these 
movies were written, they did reflect the time period, and how we can 
take that, and look at the shows and movies that are shown today and 
how that’s a reflection of our time period,” Johnson said.
 Some members of the audience disagreed with what could be 
interpreted as the negative overall message. Gabriel Driver, a junior 
kinesiology major, thought that although there are negative aspects of 
Disney movies, the movies aren’t all negative.
“I think we have to realize that it’s a movie, at the end of the day,” 
Driver said. “It can only influence us as much as we 
allow it.”
Johnson, who planned the discussion along with 
Okpaleke, said that they didn’t mean to imply that 
Disney was all bad.
“I know some people kind of felt like we were trying 
to say that Disney was racist … we were just all about 
opening a new perspective,” Johnson said. “Because 
obviously when you’re a child, you see things and you 
see one thing. But it’s different to come back 10 years 
later and to understand what you were watching and 
to see some of the things you didn’t understand.”
 But in the end, Okpaleke was appreciative of the 
differing opinions.
 “At the end of the day, we can look at these things, 
we can break them down, and the main point is just 
to educate ourselves on what it is that’s being said 
and how that can be perceived,” Okpaleke said. 
Understanding and respecting the perspective of 
others is a main goal of the program series, and the 
program was welcoming to these perspectives.
“Not everyone actually shares the same cultural competencies, the 
same awareness or even the same type of perspectives toward what 
we were discussing, and I think that’s one of the important things that 
people brought up throughout the whole program,” Okpaleke said.
CONTACT Claire Haskins at haskinca@dukes.jmu.edu.
DISNEY |  Event surpassed attendance goals by triple
DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE
The main goal of the event was not to slander Disney, but to respect and understand other people’s perspectives. The event was a part of the D.E.E.P. Impact series. 
“Not everyone actually shares 
the same cultural competencies, 
the same awareness or 
even the same type of 
perspectives toward what we 
were discussing, and I think 
that’s one of the important 
things that people brought up 
throughout the whole program.”
Danika Okpaleke
senior health sciences major and 
D.E.E.P. diversity educator







Coming to Foxhills Townhomes for 2016-17 Leases
 1. Water Included
 2. Electric with cap included
 3. Gym membership included
 4. Basic internet included
 5. Basic cable included
Bring on the nutmeg and pumpkin





MARK OWEN  / THE BREEZE
TOP LEFT Pumpkin spice coffee creamer has a subtle pumpkin flavor. TOP RIGHT The 
Toasted Graham Latte is sugary. BOTTOM LEFT The pumpkin scone has a nice balance to 
its flavors. BOTTOM RIGHT The salted caramel peanut butter is saltier than sweet.
By EMMA KORYNTA
The Breeze
I’ve got a bit of a reputation for liking food. I’m entirely 
thrilled that fall is here for a big reason: my favorite fall 
flavors coming back. While I couldn’t wait to buy my usual 
go-to’s like the salted caramel mocha or pumpkin bagels, 
this year I decided to give some new treats a try. 
Pumpkin Spice Coffee Creamer; $3.19 
This was everything I could have hoped for in a 
coffee creamer. I’m a total coffee addict, so this 
subtle pumpkin and cinnamon twist was a refresh-
ing addition to my morning brew. Add just a little 
to your cup of coffee and you won’t be able to 
forget that it’s October. 
Starbucks’ Toasted Graham Latte; $4.51
This latte was a little disappointing to me. I’d 
be willing to give it another shot later in the sea-
son, but this brand new Starbucks seasonal drink 
tasted a little too much like sugar milk. Honestly, 
I couldn’t taste coffee, or even graham cracker. If 
you’re craving a dessert, go for it, but this won’t 
replace my Salted Caramel Mocha. 
Skippy Salted Caramel Peanut Butter; $2.58
On that note, I truly adore all things salted car-
amel, so I was thrilled to try this unique take on 
peanut butter. While I’d definitely recommend giv-
ing this a try, just be prepared that it’s more of 
a salted peanut butter than the caramel drizzle I 
was hoping for. Maybe if you ate it in bulk you’d be 
able to taste the caramel, but it’d probably taste 
pretty close to the original if paired with jelly. 
Starbucks’ Pumpkin Spice Scone; $2.45
This takes the cake for me. This scone was every 
good thing about fall flavors wrapped up into a fill-
ing snack. My first bite was ridiculously delectable 
because of how perfect it seems to be. The cake 
base to it is a soft and consistent pumpkin, and 
the glaze on top is a thick and sweet surprise. 
Honestly, it’s filling enough that you could split it 
with a friend, so the price is a treat too.
At the end of the day, I’m not going to stop ordering my 
favorites, but I’ll definitely add some of these to the list. 
While I keep searching for new treats, and I recommend 
you do too. 
Emma Korynta is a sophomore media arts and 
design and communication studies double major. 
Contact Emma at korynten@dukes.jmu.edu.
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ThiS Week in SporTS
there are six opportunities this week to catch the dukes play at 




In the offseason, most athletes spend countless hours 
perfecting skills and focusing on improving as they look 
forward to their respective seasons. This summer, the 
JMU softball team not only worked on improving their 
games, but they also worked to better their communities.
The Dukes are required to complete community ser-
vice during the offseason, however the players all chose 
services they were passionate about in order to make 
their contributions more meaningful. 
“We don’t take for granted the opportunities we get,” 
junior utility player Tahli Moore said. “We’re doing it 
because we’re passionate about it, not just because 
we’re told to.”
Moore spent her summer volunteering in her home 
country of Australia, helping out the coaches that helped 
make her into the player she is today. Being able to give 
back to her coaches and the players following in her 
footsteps was a rewarding experience for Moore. 
“I was working with the coaches that have coached 
me for many, many years, so to be able to coach with 
them and coach the youth coming through was very sat-
isfying,” Moore said.
Senior infielder Hannah Hayes also helped out with 
youth softball in her community and appreciated the 
youthful exuberance of the players. 
“When I worked with the younger girls, it was just 
about seeing the enthusiasm that they bring and the 
love and passion for the game,” Hayes said. 
Sophomore infielder Jessica Mrozek volunteered in 
the Dominican Republic over the summer, where she 
helped teach kids how to play softball. Mrozek, like 
Hayes, thought the passion of the children stood out 
and she hopes to learn from the enthusiasm of the kids. 
“I’m really appreciative of the experience. It taught 
me about being passionate about what you do,” Mrozek 
said. “Because not everyone is as privileged as we are 
and not everyone has the same opportunities that we 
do.”
Mrozek’s experience working with children in the 
Dominican Republic and teaching them the game she 
has grown up loving made her feel a newfound appre-
ciation for the game of softball. 
“It kind of made me fall in love with the game again,” 
Mrozek said. 
Freshman outfielder Grace Sanderson spent her sum-
mer helping to make quilts for wounded servicemen and 
women. The military holds a special place in Sander-
son’s heart, as her uncle serves.
“I would say helping Wounded Warriors that was real-
ly special to me because my uncle is in the military,” 
Sanderson said. 
Moore spoke about how lucky she feels to have access 
to the facilities at JMU as the facilities in her home-
town in Australia aren’t in the same league as those in 
Harrisonburg. 
“The facilities and resources that are here are so good. 
They’re top notch,” Moore said. “At home it’s really 
nothing.
Hayes talked about the experience giving the Dukes 
not only a new appreciation for their team, but also new 
motivations to compete at the highest level.
“Being lucky enough to be a part of a team this great 
is something that I’m always appreciative for,” Hayes 
said. “It’s just about being able to find a new drive for 
why we do what we do.”
The Dukes learned many valuable lessons this sum-
mer. JMU made the NCAA tournament last season after 
one of the most dominating regular seasons in school 
history. While that accomplishment garners much of the 
attention placed on the team, the Dukes are working to 
represent themselves just as well off the field. 
“It’s awesome knowing that representing a pro-
gram, there’s 20 other girls representing it just as well,” 
Hayes said. “They’re all awesome and making a great 
name for our program.”
ContaCt Bennett Conlin at 
conlinbf@dukes.jmu.edu.
Members of JMU’s softball team used the summer offseason to enrich their communities through service work
Girls of summer
Both senior infielder Hannah Hayes (left) and junior utility player Niki Prince (right) volunteered their time to help out youth softball teams in their respective hometowns in Virginia.
courTeSy of hannah hayeS courTeSy of niki prince
Junior Poom Pattaropong (top) and redshirt freshman Shota 
Ozaki (bottom) are from Bangkok, Thailand, and Tokyo, Japan, 
respectively. Both golfers attended Heritage Academy in Hilton Head 
Island, South Carolina to pursue their golf careers in the U.S.
phoToS courTeSy of jmu aThleTicS communicaTionS
Golfin’ all over the world
four of seven members of the men’s golf team are originally from outside of the u.S., two from asia
by KEvin romm
The Breeze
Some athletes come to the United States 
from other countries to try and make a 
name for themselves in sports. Making 
the transition to a new country can bring 
many obstacles to overcome.
“Its really hard being away from home … 
but it is nice to surround myself with good 
teammates,” Poom Pattaropong, a junior 
men’s golf player from Min Buri district in 
Bangkok, Thailand, said. 
For Pattaropong, the transition started 
in Australia where he first began to play 
golf away from his family in Thailand. 
The journey then shifted to the Heritage 
Academy in South Carolina where his golf 
career started to take off.
“They took me to some [American Junior 
Golf Association] tournaments and there 
were college coaches there, which helped 
me get some exposure,” Pattaropong said.
Jeff Forbes, the head coach of JMU’s 
men’s golf team, was one of the first to jump 
on the smooth-swinging Pattaropong. And 
once Pattaropong was on campus, he was 
hooked. He said that JMU’s golf facilities 
influenced his decision. The team has an 
indoor practice facility located in Godwin 
Hall and holds outdoor practices at their 
short game facility behind Starbucks on 
Hillside Avenue. 
It wasn’t much longer that Forbes 
looked to Heritage Academy for another 
player from overseas, Shota Ozaki. Ozaki, 
in his redshirt freshman year, is from 
Tokyo, Japan, and has had more of a strug-
gle with the transition from his homeland. 
Forbes praised both Ozaki and Pattaro-
pong for their similarities in how smooth 
their swings are. 
“They both had a lot of instruction from 
the academy and they both have really 
great golf swings,” Forbes said. “I don’t 
know if that came from the Academy, but 
they are both really dedicated to golf and 
getting better.” 
Ozaki and Pattaropong are the first play-
ers to come from Heritage Academy, but 
they may not be the last if the school keeps 
producing such solid players. 
“We talk to them all the time about what 
potential they have, but it is really about 
getting the players on campus,” Forbes 
said.
Forbes explained that Pattaropong 
came to the United States a few years 
before Ozaki, and that Ozaki has more 
difficulty with the English language.
Ozaki has no trouble reading and 
writing the language though, as he was 
awarded the Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion’s Commissioner’s Academic Award 
last year as a freshman. 
“It’s hard and my language is no good,” 
Ozaki said. “But Poom helps me a lot, and 
introduces me to new friends.”
Aside from going to the same school, 
the two actually played together, which 
not only gave them a great friendship, but 
trained them to be talented golfers. The 
similarities in their paths of life and in their 
golf games are what also brought them 
both to JMU. Once Pattaropong showed 
Ozaki around on a visit, he was just as 
hooked and was on board to play for JMU. 
Although Ozaki was redshirted last year 
and got no playtime, he has picked up the 
pace and has made an impact so far this 
year. Ozaki finished 53rd in the season 
opener at the Golfweek Division I Pro-
gram Championship, but placed in the 
top 20 in the last two tournaments. As a 
team, JMU has had a productive start to 
the season with two second-place finishes, 
and a first-place finish at the VCU Shoot-
out on Sept. 22. 
“We just go out there and believe in our-
selves,” Pattaropong said. “Everytime I go 
out there I believe the team is going to do 
well, which gives me a lot of confidence.”
Pattaropong has had a little more suc-
cess in his third year as he has finished in 
the top 15 in every tournament of the sea-
son. He was named Second Team All-CAA 
last year and could make a jump to first 
team if his success continues.
“I am going to try [to make first team] 
but the CAA is much tougher this year,” 
Pattaropong said. 
Both Pattaropong and Ozaki said that 
they hope to go pro sometime in the 
future, whether it be overseas or in the 
U.S. In the meantime, JMU is prepar-
ing to take on Maryland, among other 
schools, at the 2015 Terrapin Invitational 
at Woodmont Country Club in Rockville, 
Maryland. The tournament starts Oct. 19.
ContaCt Kevin Romm at 
rommke@dukes.jmu.edu.
mEn’s Golf




Housing Contracts  
for 2016-2017 are 
available 10/5/15
BY APPLYING FOR ON 
CAMPUS HOUSING  
FOR 2016-2017
Filling out a Housing Application 
tells us that you are interested in 
living on campus with us next year. 
Once an application is submitted, we 
will then make a contract offer as 
long as space remains available. The 
contract offer must then be signed 
through the Online Housing System 
in order to secure your space in 
JMU housing for the upcoming year.
To learn more visit
www.jmu.edu/orl
Housing Applications for the 
2016-2017 academic school 
year will be available through 
the Online Housing System 
starting at 1:15 pm on Monday 
October 5, 2015.
THIS WEEK IN SPORTS



















































@ William & Mary
 Williamsburg, Va.
Win 3-2
FOOTBALL | The Dukes controlled the first half in Saturday’s game
from front 
these guys every week … I just credit 
my teammates and my coaches.”
Even with the less than ideal play-
ing conditions, Lee and the offense 
managed to not relinquish any turn-
overs. Behind Lee’s positive highlights 
was an unattractive statistic — he had 
thrown a combined eight intercep-
tions with a lost fumble in the Dukes’ 
last two games. 
“We talked about how we can limit 
turnovers and we knew today was 
going to be what it was,” Withers said. 
“It was good to see our team really 
take care of the football today.”
The Dukes controlled the first half 
especially. JMU managed 392 of its 
yards in the first half and was on pace 
to set a new single-game record. Last 
weekend, JMU posted 729 yards and 
broke its record of 713 that it set just 
three weeks before. 
And after punting away their first 
possession of the game, the Dukes 
scored a touchdown on four straight 
drives throughout the first and second 
quarter. 
“It was really important [to get out 
to a fast start] with the weather con-
ditions,” Lee said. “I was glad that we 
rose to the occasion early.”
JMU was obviously slowed down in 
the second half. But this wasn’t due to 
any particular adjustments made by 
Stony Brook.
“It was just guys making the play, 
you know,” sophomore defensive back 
Tyrice Beverette said. “Guys actually 
came out second half making plays.”
On the defensive side of the ball 
for JMU, redshirt junior linebacker 
Gage Steele tied a single-game career 
high with 18 total tackles. Redshirt 
sophomore Andrew Ankrah also fol-
lowed up a performance last week 
that earned him STATS FCS National 
Defensive Player of the Week honor-
able mention with two sacks Saturday.
Missed opportunities were also 
a minor plague to the Dukes. In the 
first half, freshman kicker Tyler Gray 
missed field goals from 37 yards and 
40 yards, JMU’s first two missed field 
goals this year. Redshirt senior Ryan 
Maglio usually gets the start, but due 
to team policy of missing Wednes-
day’s practice, Maglio didn’t get the 
nod. He had surgery to remove a ton-
sil abscess last weekend.
Nine penalties for 93 yards also 
hurt the Dukes and rewarded Stony 
Brook with plenty of second chanc-
es, including nullifying the 42-yard 
touchdown run by Lee in the fourth 
quarter.  
Next weekend the Dukes travel to 
Towson University (2-2 overall, 0-1 
CAA) for its third CAA matchup of 
the year. Kickoff is at 3 p.m.
CONTACT Richie Bozek at 
breezesports@gmail.com.
The Dukes celebrate their win and improving to 5-0 for the first time in the program’s 44-year history.
DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE
ERIN WILLIAMS / THE BREEZE ERIN WILLIAMS / THE BREEZE
LEFT Redshirt senior quarterback Vad Lee jukes on the run. RIGHT Junior safety Raven Greene (left) and redshirt junior 
linebacker Gage Steele celebrate together after a defensive stop.
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http://aprilmoorestatesenate.com/
“Paid for and Authorized by Friends of April Moore”
APRIL MOORE
VOTE
We should listen to the scientists.
“What’s happening to earth’s climate?”
is a scientific question.
More than 99% of the scientists agree
there’s a problem we urgently need to address.
Celebrating TEN seasons of
BLOOD, SWEAT, AND FEARS
See www.fearforest.net for more details
Come shoot our interactive
walking dead at Fear Crops 
$18 for both events
  or $13 per event
Cash Only! ATM Onsite
Schedule:
Beginning October 2nd
Every Friday & Saturday Night: 7-11pm 
Also Thursday 10/22 & 29: 7-10 pm 
& Wednesday 10/28 7-10pm
Where Only The Trees Can Hear You Scream
Oak Shade Road, Harrisonburg VA
1594 S. Main St., Suite 180
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
www.backcountrylounge.com








changes daily • carry out available
540-434-3575
Computer help Windows7 




Happy  Hounds  Doggie  Day
Care. Must be available Sat-
urdays. 540-560-8530.
Apts for Rent
1 Room for rent in house of
girls. $485 per month plus
util. 241 West View St. Avail-




New music streaming app offers free 
experimental trial to JMU students
By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze
I’ve been trying out a new music streaming app called Trebel, 
but I wouldn’t say to close your Spotify account just yet. Although 
it shows some promise, it’s really not ready for prime time.
While there are some features on Trebel that make it competi-
tive at best with other music streaming sites, there are a slew of 
negative aspects about this Spotify and Apple Music substitute. 
First off, you must endure 30 seconds of commercials every 
time you want to hear a song you 
haven’t listened to before. While the 
song downloads, you can’t navigate 
away from the page, otherwise the 
process stops and you have to start 
all over again.
Second, there’s a mystifying, coin-
based reward system, and I’m not sure 
trying to figure it out is worth the brain 
damage. Every once in awhile, a ran-
dom window will pop open exclaiming that you’ve earned 100 
coins. After playing around with the app for 30 minutes, I’m still 
trying to figure out what I’m supposed to do with the coins. They 
don’t allow you to listen to music, because no coins are deduct-
ed when you download a song. Apparently you’re supposed to 
use them to listen to songs commercial free, but there’s no way 
to redeem them while a song is downloading. As of right now, I 
have 5,644 coins that I did absolutely nothing to earn and have 
absolutely no idea how to use.
Third, there seems to be little access to old, brand new and 
obscure music — in short, anything outside of mainstream pop 
and hip-hop. Proof: Selena Gomez released a new song called 
“Me & the Rhythm” the morning of Oct. 2 that appears on both 
Spotify and iTunes but is nowhere to be found on Trebel. Songs 
from older artists like The Doors and Eagles are also missing. They 
appear to be available but then a “not available for download” 
message pops up. Other times, only a live version is provided.
Fourth, when listening to songs, there’s an option to see the 
lyrics, but when I tried it for Kendrick Lamar’s “The Art of Peer 
Pressure,” they were incorrect.
Its user interface also has some flaws. When searching for a 
specific album, the songs appear all out of order and are also 
interspersed with songs by the artist not on the album. Howev-
er, if you are completely stumped as to what you want to listen 
to, Trebel does a good job of providing multiple genres for their 
users, like “Pop Hits,” “Trance,” and “ACDC Karaoke.” 
This isn’t to say the app shows no promise. When you open 
your account, you get tied in with all the other students using the 
app on your college campus and you can see which songs are the 
most downloaded. Instead of knowing the Top 50 songs globally 
or nationally, you can know what the hit songs are in your area. 
That’s different and interesting.
Trebel’s release to JMU was just a test run, so it’s obviously 
still working out the kinks. But unless it thinks hard about the 
user experience — the forced ads, for example, or the mystifying 
coins — you’ll be singing an ode to Spotify before you download 
this app.
Emmy Freedman is a junior media arts and design major. 
Contact Emmy at freedmee@dukes.jmu.edu. 




JMU students at 
trebelmusic.com
While there are some features on Trebel 
that make it competitive at best with 
other music streaming sites, there are 
a slew of negative aspects about this 
Spotify and Apple Music substitute.
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“Learned Institutions 
ought to be favorite 
objects with every free 
people .  T hey throw that 
l ight over the public 
mind which is the 
best security against 
craf ty  and dangerous 
encroachments on the 
public l iberty.”
–  J A M E S  M A D I S O N ,
Au g u s t  4 ,  1822 ,  I n  A  l e t t e r  t o 
W.t.  BA r ry
“An Education for Our Times” 
THE EVENT IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
Thur., Oct. 8th, 3:30 – 5:00 p.m.
MADISON UNION BALLROOM
www.jmu.edu/president/mvs/
Dr. George D. Kuh, Director of the National Insti-
tute for Learning Outcomes Assessment and founder of 
the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE), will 
serve as the second speaker for the Madison Vision Series.








•1 BEDROOM•2 BEDROOM•3 BEDROOM•4 BEDROOM
TOWNHOMES NOW AVAILABLE!
SIGN YOUR LEASE TODAY
WITH COPPER BEECH!
